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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 017967 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 AS-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /027 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA:EGABINGTON:MAR 
APPROVED BY NEA:ALATHERTONJR. 

S/S-S:LREDDY 
S:PTARNOFF 
S/S ORTIZ 

262348Z 057661 162 

O 262307Z JAN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 017967 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: SECVISIT: NEED FOR TRANSLATING SERVICES 

1 . INTERPRETER WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE SECRETARY'S MEET- 
INGS IN BEIRUT (FRENCH), DAMASCUS AND RIYADH (ARABIC). WE 
REALIZE THAT LEADERS IN ALL THREE COUNTRIES HAVE THEIR OWN 
INTERPRETERS. WE WOULD PREFER SECRETARY USE U.S. INTER 
PRETER, AND WOULD LIKE YOUR BEST JUDGMENT (WITHOUT 
APPROACHING HOST GOVERNMENTS AT THIS TIME) WHETHER THIS 
WOULD CAUSE ANY PROBLEM. 

2. FOR BEIRUT: WE ARE TENTATIVELY PLANNING TO SEND ALEC 
TOUMAYAN FROM DEPARTMENT TO BEIRUT IN ADVANCE OF SECRETARY'S 
ARRIVAL FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18. WE ASSUME THAT FRENCH WILL BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 017967 

USED IN ALL OF SECRETARY'S MEETINGS. PLEASE CONFIRM. 

3. FOR JIDDA AND DAMASCUS: WE HOPE THAT ISA SABBAGH WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST SECRETARY IN HIS MEETINGS IN RIYADH 
AND DAMASCUS. THIS HAS BEEN CHECKED OUT WITH USIA WHICH 
CONCURS. SABBAGH WOULD MEET PARTY IN RIYADH, CONTINUE ON 
TO DAMASCUS ON SECRETARY'S AIRCRAFT AND LEAVE PARTY AFTER 
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MEETINGS CONCLUDED THERE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21. PLEASE CON- 
FIRM SABBAGH'S AVAILABILITY. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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